Pike County Residents Support Our Neighbors in Lancaster County

by Robert Veneziale

Five pike county residents awoke early on a Saturday morning, September 8th, and car pooled clear across the state to Lancaster.  What would drive them 3 hours and 150 miles from the their homes in the lovely Poconos?  They wanted to show their support for a community under assault.  The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) planned a rally in Lancaster and the citizens of Lancaster responded by holding an alternative event, Unity Day, across town to celebrate the diversity of the community.  These Pike County residents are members of the Tri-State Unity Coalition that promotes inter-group understanding, cultural awareness and respect for differences within our community.  They made this journey to show support for our neighbors and to represent our region.

Unity Day was organized by the Human Relations Commission of Lancaster County and was held at Franklin and Marshall College from 1 to 5pm.  About 40 different organizations and companies from Lancaster participated and sponsored the event including F&M College, NAACP, Unity Way and Pennsylvania State Police.  The event included many speakers and government officials including Paula Ed Mae-Brown, the regional director of the NAACP, and Trent Hargrove, the Chief Deputy of the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General.  Entertainment included the several musical groups, choirs, drummers and dancers.  It was estimated that thousands of people attended the event.

Tri-State Unity member, Dr. Norm Gasbarro, said, “It was a fabulous day, meeting people and discussing cultural awareness”.  Many Lancaster residents welcomed them and said that they would support our region under similar circumstances.  The major consensus from many participants was that they shouldn’t have waited for a threat to bring the community together and that they should do this every year.  Governor Ridge, on how Lancaster responded with Unity Day to the KKK, issued a statement that said, “I urge all Pennsylvanians to follow your example”.

The solidarity of Lancaster demonstrated that they would not tolerate bias in their community.  The Klan got the message and they didn’t show up in Lancaster.  Why should we wait for a similar circumstance in our area before we unite?

Photo 4Fb: Rosanne LaRusso-Kolberg and Zachary Kolberg from Tri-State Unity with Karen Dixon, a Lancaster County NAACP representative and a young Unity Day participant.  Photo by Dr. Dr. Norm Gasbarro.
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