July 22, 2005

Re:  A Community Dialogue About Changing Demographics and Community-Building

        Date:   Tuesday, August 16, 2005

        Time:   6:30 pm

        Location:  Western Wayne High School Auditorium

Dear Community Members:

This is to request your participation in a community dialogue on August 16 to begin the development of a long-range plan for addressing issues of diversity and changing demographics in Wayne County.

The presenters and facilitators will be representatives of member agencies of the Pennsylvania Inter-Agency Task Force on Civil Tension (www.stopbias.org), including the U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Department of Education, the PA State Police and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission.  This is the kind of dialogue and planning with which these agencies assist communities all across the state.

During the evening the group will be dividing into six work groups to discuss the areas's changing demographics as they relate to the following issues:

1)  Education and Youth
4)  Community Spirit - Religious and service organizations

2)  Public Safety

5)  Human Services, including health care

3)  Employment

6)  Housing and Public Accommodations (stores and businesses)

Please come prepared to list the most serious issues concerning changing demographics in Wayne County as well as the most important existing resources for addressing those issues.

We are hoping that youth will participate in this seminar as well.  The perspective and participation of a braod cros section of community leaders and residents is essential in order to develop integrated, positive, workable plans to address the changing needs of a changing community.

Sincerely,

Ann M. Van Dyke and Lee A. Mix

Education/Community Services Division

      717/783-8438                 717/772-0523

avandyke@state.pa.us        lmix@state.pa.us

