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TOM QUICK 
D e a t h ,  B e  Qu i c k  By Seamus McGraw 
To m Q u ic k  w as in  t h e gr ip  o f  t h e f ev er .   

His b o dy  w as c o v er ed w it h  p u st u l es an d h is b r eat h in g w as sh al l o w .  A  f ew  f r ien ds an d f amil y  
memb er s gat h er ed ar o u n d h im as h e l ay  t h er e,  sw eat in g u n der  a h an dmade q u il t .  C an dl el igh t  
f l ic k er ed again st  t h e o l d c h est n u t  l o gs o f  J ac o b u s R o z en c r an z '  c ab in  an d t h e t in y ,  r u st ic  r o o m w as 
f il l ed w it h  t h e sc en t  o f  t al l o w .  

B u t  f o r  Q u ic k ' s l ab o r ed b r eat h in g an d a f ew  mu mb l ed p r ay er s,  it  w as q u iet  an d dar k .  Th e 
c an dl el igh t  o n l y  ser v ed t o  h eigh t en  t h e deat h l y  p al l o r  ac r o ss Q u ic k ' s p o c k mar k ed f ac e.  Th e 
set t l er s o n  t h e n o r t h er n  f r o n t ier  al o n g t h e D el aw ar e R iv er  w er e al l  t o o  f amil iar  w it h  t h is k in d o f  
sl o w  an d p ain f u l  deat h .  A f t er  al l ,  smal l p o x  w as j u st  o n e mo r e o f  t h e b r u t al  f ac t s o f  l if e o n  t h e 
f r o n t ier .  

Th e disease didn ' t  disc r imin at e.  It  t o o k  w o men  an d c h il dr en  an d y o u n g men  in  t h eir  p r ime.  If  t h ey  
su r v iv ed,  t h ey  w er e sc ar r ed f o r  l if e.  M o r e o f t en ,  t h ey  died.  

P er h ap s w h en  h e w as y o u n ger  an d st r o n ger ,  a st r ap p in g,  b r o ad-sh o u l der ed man ,  To m Q u ic k  
c o u l d h av e f o u gh t  o f f  deat h .  B u t  n o t  n o w .  He w as 6 2  y ear s o l d,  an c ien t  b y  t h e r ec k o n in g o f  t h e 
f r o n t ier ,  an d t h e f ev er  w as ab o u t  t o  t ak e h im.  

F o r  f o u r  dec ades,  as t h e l egen d go es,  Q u ic k  h ad man aged t o  b u y  o f f  deat h ,  f eedin g it  In dian  men ,  
w o men  an d c h il dr en  in st ead.  In  h is min d,  h e h ad go t t en  a b ar gain ;  h is l if e in  ex c h an ge f o r  a 
mu l t it u de o f  l iv es t h at ,  in  h is est imat io n ,  w er e w o r t h  n o t h in g mo r e t h an  a h an df u l  o f  b eads an d 
sh el l s.  

Th o u gh  mo st  h ist o r ian s n o w  say  t h e n u mb er  is ex agger at ed,  To m Q u ic k  is said t o  h av e b r agged 
t h at  h e k il l ed 9 9  In dian s in  h is l if et ime,  M u n sees al l  o f  t h em,  memb er s o f  a t r ib e c o n sider ed so  
p eac ef u l  b y  t h e o t h er  memb er s o f  t h e Ir o q u o is C o n f eder ac y  t h at  t h ey  w er e so met imes r ef er r ed t o  
as " w o men "  an d w h o  emp l o y ed t h eir  t al en t  f o r  f ash io n in g c o mp r o mises t o  set t l e disp u t es b et w een  
t h e n at io n s.  A mo n g t h o se h e k il l ed w as h is c h il dh o o d f r ien d,  w h o  h ad,  it  w as said,  h el p ed t o  k il l  
Q u ic k ' s f at h er .  

To m Q u ic k

Page 1 of 2Print This Page

2/4/2006http://www.crimelibrary.com/features/fea_printPage.asp?curPage=&thisFile=/notorious_mu...



 
 

 

A n d n o w ,  as h e l ay  dy in g,  h e h ad o n e l ast  r eq u est .  

" B r in g me o n e mo r e In dian , "  h e is said t o  h av e ask ed,  " so  I c an  mak e it  an  ev en  1 0 0 . "  
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