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TOM QUICK 
B l o o d  B r o t h e r  
O n e mo r e k il l in g h as b een  al mo st  c o n c l u siv el y  asc r ib ed t o  Q u ic k .  It  w as t h e deat h  o f  M u sk w in k ,  
t h e L en ap e w h o  h ad b een ,  ac c o r din g t o  l egen d,  Q u ic k ' s b l o o d b r o t h er  as a c h il d.   

In  c o mp ar iso n  t o  t h e mass mu r der  at  B u t l er ' s D r if t  — h o r r if ic  en o u gh  t o  c h il l  ev en  Q u ic k ' s mo st  
sy c o p h an t ic  f o l l o w er s — t h e deat h  o f  M u sk w in k  is al mo st  v u l gar  an d p r o saic .  It  so u n ds mo r e l ik e 
a b ad n igh t  at  a b ik er  b ar  t h an  t h e st u f f  o f  l egen d.  

Th e en c o u n t er  is gen er al l y  b el iev ed t o  h av e b egu n  al mo st  ac c iden t al l y .  A c c o r din g t o  t h e mo st  
r el iab l e ac c o u n t s av ail ab l e,  t h e F r en c h  an d In dian  W ar  h ad b een  o v er  f o r  ab o u t  t w o  y ear s an d 
Q u ic k  h ad b een  t r av el in g o n  t h e N ew  J er sey  side o f  t h e D el aw ar e w h en  h e st o p p ed in  at  a t av er n  
r u n  b y  an  o l d f amil y  f r ien d,  b y  t h e n ame o f  D ec k er .  

Th er e,  h av in g f ar  t o o  man y  dr in k s,  w as t h e L en ap e b r av e,  M u sk w in k .  

It  is u n c l ear  w h et h er  Q u ic k  r ec o gn iz ed M u sk w in k  at  f ir st .  P er h ap s t ime an d t h e r av ages o f  w ar  
h ad c h an ged h im,  o r  may b e Q u ic k  an d t h e L en ap e b o y  w h o  w as said t o  h av e b een  h is b l o o d 
b r o t h er  w er e n ev er  r eal l y  as c l o se as t h e l egen d main t ain s.  W h at ev er  h ap p en ed,  Q u ic k  
r ec o gn iz ed M u sk w in k  so o n  en o u gh .  

Hist o r ic al  do c u men t s in dic at e t h at  t h e L en ap e man  w as b r aggin g b o ist er o u sl y  ab o u t  h is ex p l o it s,  
an d t h at  f o r  r easo n s t h at  r emain  mu r k y ,  h e dec ided t o  r ec o u n t  — in  a t av er n  f u l l  o f  w h it e p eo p l e 
— h o w  h e h ad gl eef u l l y  p ar t ic ip at ed in  t h e sl au gh t er  o f  To m Q u ic k ' s f at h er .  Q u ic k  ex p l o ded.  He 
gr ab b ed a mu sk et  — c h ec k ed t o  see t h at  it  w as p r imed an d l o aded,  c o c k ed t h e h ammer  b ac k  — 
an d w en t  af t er  M u sk w in k .  

He did n o t  k il l  h im at  f ir st .  He k idn ap p ed h im an d mar c h ed t h e In dian  t o  sec l u ded f iel d w h er e h e 
t h en  p u l l ed t h e t r igger ,  sen din g a so r t ie o f  ir o n  p el l et s in t o  h is b ac k .  Th er e w er e n o  w it n esses t o  
t h e ac t u al  k il l in g,  an d n o  o n e k n o w s f o r  c er t ain  w h at  h ap p en ed n ex t .  B u t  l egen d h as it  t h at  Q u ic k  
gr ab b ed h is h u n t in g k n if e,  sh ar p en ed a p ik e,  h ac k ed o f f  M u sk w in k ' s h ead an d st u c k  it  o n  t h e p ik e 
t o  r o t .  
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B y  al l  ac c o u n t s,  t h e k il l in g w as n o t  w it h o u t  c o n t r o v er sy .  B y  1 7 6 5 ,  w h en  t h e sl ay in g o c c u r r ed,  t h e 
f r o n t ier  et h o s w as st ar t in g t o  w it h er ,  at  l east  o n  t h e east er n mo st  edges o f  t h e f r o n t ier ,  
su p p l an t ed b y  a mo r e del ic at e,  E u r o p ean  sen sib il it y ,  an d so me amo n g t h e p l an t er s an d p r eac h er s 
f el t  t h at  Q u ic k  h ad ex c eeded t h e b o u n ds o f  p r o p r iet y  w it h  t h e mu r der  o f  M u sk w in k .  O t h er s,  
h o w ev er  — p er h ap s t h e same p eo p l e w h o  w o u l d l at er  h el p  sp in  t h e To m Q u ic k  l egen d — f el t  t h at  
M u sk w in k  go t  w h at  w as c o min g t o  h im.  

W h at ev er  t h e t h o u gh t s o f  t h e go o d p eo p l e w h o  l iv ed at  t h e edge o f  t h e f r o n t ier ,  t h is mu c h  is 
c l ear .  N o  ef f o r t  w as ev er  made t o  b r in g To m Q u ic k  t o  j u st ic e f o r  t h e mu r der .  A n d t h at  w as w h y  h e 
w as f r ee t o  mak e h is w ay  t o  B u t l er ' s R if t ,  w h er e,  a sh o r t  t ime l at er ,  h e h id h imsel f  in  t h e r eeds 
an d w at c h ed as an  In dian  man ,  h is w if e an d c h il dr en ,  in c l u din g an  in f an t ,  p addl ed t o w ar ds h im.  

Q u ic k ,  w it h  M u sh w in k ' s h ead

In dian  w it h  k n if e in  w o o ds
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